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lent organizations as schools. Many such schools of these
early masters embodied, though in a less notable degree, the
same ideas as those of Vittorino. The function which these
schools had in the education of the children of the court led
to an emphasis on the physical and social elements in educa-
tion as well as on the literary, and resulted in a fusion of the
chivalric and humanistic ideas. Hence the outcome was an ,
approximation to the schools cf the Greeks such as was seldom
found in the humanistic schools of North Europe. At the
same time, it will be remembered, this inclusion of elements of
education, often overlooked, was offset by the fact that it was
the personal development of these leaders that was held in
view rather than any broader social or moral reformatory
ends.
The Furstcnschulcn> or schools for princes, founded in
Germany during the early sixteenth century, were similar to
these court schools of Italy. Resembling these latter in
their purpose, in their curriculum, in their complete control
over the life of the boys and to a certain extent in their spirit,
they differed from the dominant type of German Renaissance
schools in a variety of respects. They were not controlled
by municipalities as were the gymnasien, but were under the
immediate control of the courts; they were boarding schools,
and hence had a wider supervision and more thorough control
over the students; they aimed to train directly for leadership
in Church and State; their students were drawn chiefly from
the families of the nobility; in respect to the content of their
curriculum they represented a broader if less definite type
than the gymnasien and to an extent paralleled the work of
the universities. While the discipline of these schools was
quite monastic in character, the curriculum was less rigid and
s)mewhat more responsive to the needs of the times than
was that of the gymnasien. The most important of these
schools, never very numerous, were those of Pforta, Meisser^
and Grirnma.